CHAPTER  IX.

WORDS FROM THE NAMES  OF ANIMALS.

IT is easy to see how names of persons have some-
times changed into general words. But we have
also a great number of general words which are
taken from animals' names. Most often these words
are used to describe people's characters. Some-
times people are merely compared with the animals
whose qualities they are supposed to have, and
sometimes they are actually called by the names of
these animals. Thus we may say that a person is
" as sly as a fox/' or we may call him an " old
fox," and every one understands the same thing
by both expressions.

The cause of this continual comparison of human
beings with animals is that long ago, when these
expressions first began to be used, animals, and
especially wild animals, played a great part in the
lives of the people. In the Middle Ages great parts
of England, now dotted over with big towns, were
covered with forest land. Wolves roamed in the
woods, and the fighting of some wild animals and
the taming of others formed a most important part of